e Wizard Weekly
FROM THE WORDPRESS WIZARD

This is the first Wizard Weekly. My name is Cathy Perkins,
| " m the WordPress Wi zard and I’
wonderful world of blogging and WordPress.

WordPress —the best blogging platform ever. Thank you to
everyone who’'s lkewdoasdsebenr y 0 @
guestions, | really appreciate
I's “Before the Blog,” anyone whip
about and use the i tems that

today to focus on (and maybe even re-focus) on what you

really want your blog to do.

The Action Guide is available at thewizardtoday.com. If you
find the big red button that
and click on it, you can print the guide, or follow along on
the screen. Although, | highly recommend that you print it
and take lots of notes.

At t he end of the call | " m ' )
Bl og Strategy Guide. This i

you to work with to further define who you are and what

you want your blogging presence to be.

Tips to Get the Most Out of This Call:

e Print the Action Guide
e Take notes
e Use these tips to plan your blog



e Use the Blog Strategy Dog¢u
tell you about at the end)

First of all we’re going to tal
your bl og t o imchintgthednswerlisAdt toH

make money (well, ultimately, it is), but before you can

make money, you have to decide on many things. The first

one is: “What do you want your |pl
are you getting a presence on the web? Or, why do you

already have a presence on the web? What is your purpose?

And, what do you want the purpose of your blog to be?

These may seem like some tough questions as we go along,

but they're really critical (c t
we' re goi ng t about aldtlbfthese thihgspt h

Next i1s: “What is the title of y O
will appear in the browser bar when people are on your

site. You want to use keywords in your title because the

title can either help or hurt your SEO and the effect of how
people see you. |t s really cri i
SEO that you get the title right.

Now you need to write a brief Elevator Speech for your

bl og. Do you al/|l know what an e
amount of things you can say about yourself in the amount

of time that it takes an elevator to go wherever an elevator

' s going. You need this for vyo

to go in the meta tag of your blog for SEO purposes (SEO —

Search Engine Optimization). So, people in your blogwo n’ t
actually see this description, but Google, Yahoo, MSN,

whatever search engines are spidering your blog will see it.

This description is what will af
and you get | isted as a search
searched foranything( and | ' m sure you havi
then you know that the title comes up and then underneath

that title there’ s a little, no
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lines of text about the title. This is where your description

will appear, so make it good, make it so that people will

want to click on the title of the result and go to your blog

to read it. So don’t just say,
what your purpose really is.

Think about what pages you want to have initially in your
blog. Plan ahead and your plan wi I | wor k f or
that you want to have a page
I nformation about you in your
information about you and make it a sticky post that sticks
to the top of your page. Put
Me,” or “About the WordPress
for Boomers.” Just put it on
depth and talk about yourself and put your contact

i nformation on the About You
about contact informationin a little bi t |, ivery, s
important.

Plan ahead, and think about what some pages would be
that you want to have. Nothing is carved in stone because
you can delete pages, and add pages at will. But if you
have some stuff planned out before your blog goes up for

the worl d, I't’s going to | ook m
going to like you a whole lot better, and people who first

visit your blog are going to want to come back. Especially

when they see | ots of good cont

Portf ol i oéstha hhawe designedtand installed). |

have an “ About Me” ©page, I have
for people to read, and | have a page about what services |

offer. So those are just some ideas to get you started

thinking about what pages you might want to have.

Remember, like | said, nothing is carved in stone, and you

can always change it later. You can change the wording, or

you can get rid of the entire page or even add an entire

page.




Next, you need to consider what look and feel you want

your blog to have. Think about the colors, and the overall
impression you want to make. Some people want an

austere, very professional looking site, and others want to

have a little bit of fun. So th
focused on. What 1| snethinglike ni c he?
crafting, perhaps, it can be a little bit more elaborate. If

I't’s a very serious subject, yo
bit more austere, more professional looking. So before you

go out and look at WordPress themes, just get a general
ideaabout what you think that

when they visit your page. Get an idea of the overall

impression that you want people to get when they first

click on your page, because
coupl e of secondsegonehedythey e
won’'t come back. So, the

important, and part of that first impression (besides your

title) is the layout and the look and the feel of your blog.

So it really is very important.

Think about whom you want to link to, initially. This is
going to change over time too, but when you first put you
don’t want not to have wrlewant!l i nkj .
sites that you’' doulseikte’ st og diimgk ttc
change, but at least get two or three, because people like

t hat . |l n the blogosphere, that'’
when you give link love, you get link love. So you want to

link to some relevant sites and give your readers the
opportunity to findout morea bout what t hey’ re
for because, suret hey’ re going to click
they' re going to come back. | f
somet hing that’'s really good, t
back. So | wouldn’”t worry too m
away, except in certain instances when you click away to a

pl ace where you don’t know wher
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your | inks s ec exacolnwsh eyroeu’ yidu krneo w
sending them. So, linking is a good thing.

Next, think about: What is your call to action? What is the
one thing that you want people to do at the very beginning
when they come to your blog? Of course this is going to
change over time too, but maybe you need an opt in box to
trade something for their email address. You certainly want
to start building your list immediately. The best way to do
that is to get somebody something in return for their name
and email address. You might already have something to
sell but perhaps before you start selling on your blog, you
should start to build your list on your blog. You want
people to know, like, and trust you, and you want to build
that into your relationship with people who read your blog.

Later on in the Wi zard Weekly s
lot about interaction and building relationships, which is

just critical. Just starting out you need to know that that is

going to be your ultimate goal, to build relationships with

your readers and get them to come back and train them to

do what you want them to do. So
l dea to start i mmediately selli
probably a much better idea to give them something in

return for their name and address. Once you have their
name and emai | address, you'r
with them, and then you’'ll b e
have for sale. | twaysof daingrthingsh f r
than it is to just hard sell right from the very beginning.

e

a
e

Let’ s talk about your contact
| " ve seen blogs where there’s
anyone. That ' ' s | fosbidding feeings Whera
someone reads your blog, and they want to say something

to you, then they must be able to get a hold of you. There

are ways to put up your email address that are safe and so




that scammers and spammers won
emai |l addr es s . talkabodut that,doo.iPlargont o
where you want your contact information to be, and it

really, really can be in several places. It can be on the
“Contact Usgdursepadg¢é, cain be on t he|| *
page. It can be down in the footer, just with a little link

that says, “Contact Us.” Peopl e|| w
hold of you, and you must provide them a way to do that,

or they might leave and just decide to never come back,

and that would be just a travesty.

Think about who your target audience is. Who do you want
to visit your blog? Get a mental picture; it might be a
friend of yours who might be your ideal client or customer.

It might be somebody that you make up in your head, but

get a picture of who you want to reach, and every single

thing that you do on your blog, direct it at that one person.

This might sound a little bit strange, but really, if you do

this, you’'re goi ngclignts (plarall) and c t D U
customers (plural!). A lot of people are going to fit that
bill, but for you to have an image in your own head of who
it is that you want to come to your blog and build a

rel ationship with, then you
you can use to direct every single that you do on your blog
to.

r J 0

Think about where your blog will be hosted. Now, | could

really go on about this (and u
starting out and you want a Blogger blog, or you want a

Wor dPress hosted blog at wwwwor gp
have nothing against either of those two platforms. Just

realizet hat 1 t’s not permanent. As |[sc
of everything, and really get into it and learn more about

bl ogging, you’'re going to want y O

blog.



You must own your own information. You must be one
hundred percent responsible for everything that you do,
and that includes having your blog on your own hosting
account. There are horror stories about Blogger blogs that
have been shut down for no reason. In fact Google shut
down their own blog for no good reason, just because
something in their blog tripped something in their filter. It
was shut down for no reason.

WordPress.com blogs can be shut down for no reason. One
complaint to WordPress, and if
shut you down, and they wogns t a
hosted on your own account, on your own hosting account,

you can’'t be shut down, by anyb
can happen is that your host server can go down and that

just doesn't happen that often —now. It used to, but it
doesn’t anyeotbkbepecaugsery relia
Make sure, when you’'re getting
that you ask for a Linux server, rather than Windows,
because that’s what WordPress n
Li nux. Generally you’l| have a
purchasing process, you will be asked if you want Linux or
Windows. So always choose Linux. Almost all hosting

companies (almosta | | not al |l ) vClick | of f ¢
|l nstall”™ of WordPress. | t '-s ver|
Click Install: you click, it starts to install, it asks you some
questions that are fairly easy to answer, and pretty soon
your WordPress blog is installed for you.

| agree with the gurus who say
Wor dPress Dbl og, but what you ge
to like. What goes up when you first install, is a default

WordPress blog. It has a very ugly, blue theme. Which is

not suitable for al most any

to start | ooking around at




codex.wordpress.org). Start looking at t hemes. Yo’
going to find zillions of beautiful, free WordPress themes

out there. The beauty of WordPrifs
you anything to use the WordPrefps
There are zillions of free WordpPr
word again, free).

What you must pay for are your domain, and your hosting.
Hosting is getting very, veryi nexpensi ve, so thpht
not a consideration. You can buy a domain for nine dollars
(or something like that) a year. You can get hosting for as
little as about four dollars a month, it might not be the
plan | would suggest, but it
start with a low-cost, low-feature hosting account and then
you can go up from there. Therej|s
service, all they do is add the features for the higher priced
hosting account. So, i1it’s real!/
then work your way up as you find that you need more

features. So you can start your WordPress blog and have it

hosted on your own account for very, very little money and

I't’s money that wil.l be well > |
many times over.

S J O

| f you have your own domai n, i
It won’'t have the word “Blogge
won’'t have the word * Wor d.Roue s s
can get a WordPress account, with WordPress, for some

small amount of money per year, and you will not have the

Wor dPress name in your bl og, b u

going to be hosted on WordPress| a
have something to say about whether you can stay up or

not . So, that’'s kind of a middl|
recommend. | do recommend getting started with Blogger

or WordPress hosted blog, as | ojpg
permanent.

t
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Get your own hosting account. It will pay you dividends in
the I ong run that you can’t
how wonderful it is to feel so empowered that you have

your own hosting account. That may seem like a trivial

|l ittle thing, but believe nkhe
that you’'re in control and n
shut down, or having a complaint, or whatever. So get your
own hosting account! That wa
have to admit.

Let’' s go back and kind of re
steps, kind of quickly. What do you want your blog to
accomplish? Think deeply abo
core of your entire online presence and your online

business. What do you want to accomplish by being on the

|l nternet? | <can’t e mphave obe e
clear about this. You can change your direction, once you
decide on something today, t
mont hs or so It can’t <change
you want to hit the ground running with your blog (and your
internet presence), please be clear about what it is that

you want to do and what you want to accomplish.

Pick a good, good title. Do some keyword research. We
haven’t even talked about that
to do an entire call on keyword researchbecaus e 1t ' s
important. If you know your niche, and you know what you

want to focus on, then you can get a title for your blog. It

will naturallyhave keywords in i1 t, if i
Any title that you pick is going to have keywords, unless
you'dmeé ng a bl og about computers
Cookbook Revolution,” or someth
know, but | ’'ve seen worse). | f
doing and your reason for Dbeing

going to have keywords in it.




This i s something that vyou
The title of your blog really should remain fairly static.
Google doesn’t I i ke to be
changing titles. Peopl e don
are generally opposed to pretty much any kind of change.
When you get them to start coming to your blog on a
regular basis, they need to know that what was there
before is going to be there again (with the exception of
new information). What was there before is still the title,
and what is there again when they go back, really should
still be the same title. So, put a lot of thought into.

Think about what impression you want to make. See, every
one of these points is really, really critical for you to think
about. What do you want people to think of when they see
your page for the first time? What impression do you want
to make on them? | t’'s just

r

| mpressions really do count.

over, all of your Irethemost” Fi

l mportant.” This iIs going to

have with you so, make it worth their while. Make it

pl easing, but don’'t majargng, t
neon colors —in excess. You can certainly have some bright
colorsptl smyi ng that, It s
it harmonious, make it a pleasant place for people to be.
Pleasant doesn't have to mean boring, by any means.

There are many great themes
trouble i f you don’ihmimdahateyoua
think that you want to start with, you will be looking at
themes until you’'re Dblue 1in
about themes is that they can change. If you know what
you’'re doing, and you back
your blog, you can change your theme very easily. People
won’'t mind that, I f the tit
I S the same; I f the | ayout
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confused when they come back and see a new theme, you

can change vy our obalblyeoneeof thelmosat ' s p
fluid things (besides the arrangement of your sidebar, links,

and pages) that you can do to your blog to update it

because you want people to get used to you. You want

them to know what they’re going
theirblog, but vyou don’t want t hem
talking about changing your theme everyday or every week

—no, not at all. But keep things interesting. Keep people a

|l ittle bit on edge, because t helj
going to get the information,t hey need t o know
you,but a new theme can really pe
getting a little bit stale.

So, think about your theme, and keep looking at themes.
Don’'t be satisfied with the fi
or the firstonethatyou even i nstall . We’
talking about how to install themes too because | want you

to be empowered; to do you own blogging, know how to set

up your own blog, and know how to install themes. You
don’t have to be @&hatpYownpy reedme r
hel p with some things, but you
unless you need some help uploading.

We’ re going to talk about that
about almost everything that it takes for you to have a
wonderful blog and have it be yours and yours alone. So,

think about all of these things and write them down. Print

out this guide and really think about all of these questions,

and it will pay off in the long run.

know that there are people ou
re, ai m, ” dfryau wanhta get somethingiup .

Il ckly and.. Well, no | ’'m going
i ng to go back on what | just
e " quickly. | f

11

I

f
q
g

[
u
0
‘“Ready, fire, ai m,




and people have been there maotd [do
going to come back. No matter if you change it to put up

good stuff. So, please do a little bit of planning in advance.
|t s Jjust going to pay you divide

So | think I "ve really talked 0 0
guestionsvet hatd, wea'nd so | ' m goi njg
about how to get the blog strategy document. This is

somet hing that vyou’' Il Il want to i
really go over, because it’s 0
your blog. It really makes you think about what you want to

do. So,ifyou’ |l I go to
http://www.thewordpresswizard.com/strategy.pdf, y o u

be able to get the Blog Strategy document. Please, please

print that out and really, really work through it. It will help

you get clear in your mind about what you really want to

do.

| *d It ke to thank you all so h
and | i nvite you to come back nx
to be talking more about blogging and WordPress. We ’ r e

going to get into some of the details and some of the inter-

workings of WordPress, and what you need to do to install

your own. We’ | | be tal king abou
domains, where to do all of this stuff, how to do it, and

how to get WordPress. lt’s just going to e
exciting time.

So, I'd Iike to thank you, and
http://www.thewordpresswizard.com and look around

there, and come back often! Mainly over the next few

weeks there are going to be some very exciting

announcements on my site, The Word Press Wizard that you

will not want to miss. Exciting things are happening all

around! So, |l > d |Ii ke to thank D U
remember to get your Blog Strategy document at



http://www.thewordpresswizard.com/strategy.pdf
http://www.thewordpresswizard.com/

http://www.thewordpresswizard.com/strategy.pdf. Thank
you for being here and remember: Blog on, and blog now!
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